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on The Tennessee River

Fighting

Benton County Civil War Tours coming this spring

karenHOLDRIDGE
staff writar

Beginning in the Spring of
2005, Binism:l% Marina  will
conduct daily “Benton Coumty:
Civil Wiar Tour" up the Tennessec
River,

Birdsong Is now designated
o “Civil War Site” by the State
of Tennessoe, something Bob
Keast, owner, has been workin,
oi for quite some time wil
Stute Representabive Steve K.
McDaniel, president of the
Tennessee Civil War Association
anil the Tennessee Historical
Commission, Tennessee
Department of Transporiation,
the Department of Tourism -and
the private sector (o promote the
history of the Civil War,

General  Nathan  Bedford
Forrest was involved in several
skitmishes  from  Memphis,
to. Camden,. Eva and Parkers
Crossroads: The covered boat
tour will begin with 2 brief
introduction on  river safery
and of the three locations on
}hn T:mmsﬁ River that nr?
mportant 1o the interpretation
The Battle of Johnsonville.

Johnsonville was 4 Federal

depatthat held millions of dollars
in supplies, which were thought

day, heading south to Florence,
Ala. Beginning at the Marina,
the tour boat will continue on 10
Pilot Knob and back giving the
puests an overview of the Battle
of Johnsonville that is designed
to familiarize those interested
in Tennessea's history along the
river in Benton County. It will
be part of the Tennessee Civil
War trails program.

“We're elated beciuse we
have been networking with the
gtates of Tennessee, Virgmin,
West Virginia and the Carolinas
o design o multi-state  tour
wherever there was 4 battle,
skirmish or marker designating
a Civil War site,” said Keast,

The Tennessee Department
of Transporation. (TDOT) s
erccting markers at Civil War

historical  sites. These may
be forifications,  buildings,

encampments, or othér materil
remains: of the war Other
sites may include cemeterics
of those who died in° combat,
monuments that commemorate
their sacrifices or museirms that
contain  artifacts of the Civil
War.

Visitors will hawve these
markers: out and will
be able 1o pick vp literature

and point the way to the next
sife iy

‘along the entire siate of

- for people [0 come, eat, slesp,
Cvil -sw:pg":mm=mﬁd

Frn s o

DESIGNATION-The Tennessee
Civil War Trails Marker is pointed
out by Bob Keast, duglgqnuﬂng
Birdsong Marina as a | War
site. REST- (At right) A
painting depicts Confederate
General Nathan Bedford Forrest
at Parker's Crossroads  during
his March o Florence. ;

n our county.
“who visit wall

live in Memphis and have heard
u lot about this place, we've just
never stopped. Today we are

heading toward Meshville and
decided to see what vou have to
offer,”

are - also going o encournge
visitors fopo to Danville Londing
and take the ferry up o Ft
Donaldson Mational Memorial,
For more information  aboul
the upcoming “Renton County:
Civil War Tour”, or any of the
other many epporiunities for fun
nnd recreatiomin Benton County,
contact Keast at (731) 534-TERD
or visil Bitdsong - Marina’s Web
site al www, Birdsong, com.

As this Interview wis coimng
toan end. Keast was informed of
o family of five who came in‘to
see-the introductory (eue ghoul
Rirdsong, ‘When wsked how they
camie 1o hear about Birdsong
Marina, und the Pearl Museun,
the ‘gentleman mesponded, W
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